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‘Substance group

TCAs

MAQIs

SSRIs

SMNRIs
Venlafaxine

Duloxetine

NaSSAs

Mirtazapine

SARIs

Trazodone
Mefazodone

Non-serotonergic
antidepressants

Reboxetine

Bupropion

Range
10% - 96%

Overall 40%
May ' sexual
function

24% - 73%

12% - 44%

At placebo level

6% - 40%

Case reports
of priapism

1% to 30%

At placebo level

7% - 22%

TCA:  Tricyclic antidepressant

MAQI: Monoamineoxidase inhibitor
SSRI:  Serotonin noradrenaline reuptake inhibitor
SNRI:  Serotonin noradrenaline reuptake inhibitor
NaSSA: Noradrenergic serotonergic antidepressant

SARI:  Serotonin antagonist reuptake inhibitors

Comment

Withdrawn
from market

Not licensed for
antidepressant
treatment

in the US

Not licensed for
antidepressant
treatment

in the UK
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Serotonin

reuptake inhibition B I
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i stimulated

Moradrenaline )

R R Erection (peripherally 1
through a:-adrenoceptor
stimulation)

Acetylchaoline
antagonism at the Arousal 1l
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Pharmacodynamic Sexual function Direction
properties potentially altered

MAO-A inhibition

Inhibition of breakdown of:

Serotonin All IE
Arousal (centrally
stimulated) 1
Noradrenaline
Erection (peripherally U
through a,-adrenoceptor
stimulation)
Dopamine All potentially increasad T

MAO-B inhibition
Inhibition of breakdown of;

Dopamine All potentially increased 1
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Pharmacodynamic
properties

Serotonin
reuptake inhibition

1

Sexual function
potentially altered

All

Direction

Pharmacodynamic
properties

Serotonin
reuptake inhibition

MNoradrenaline
reuptake inhibition

Sexual function
potentially altered

All

Arousal [centrally
stimulated)

Direction

Erection (peripherally 1
through a,-adrenoceptor
stimulation)



Pharmacodynamic
properties

Increase of
noradrenaline
transmission through
a,-adrenoceptor
blockade

Facilitating
neurotransmission of;

Serotonin

Moradrenaline

5HT, blockade

5HT, blockade

Histamine (H, )
blockade

Sexual function
potentially altered

Arousal (centrally
stimulated)

Erection (peripherally
through a,-adrenoceptor
stimulation)

All

Arousal (centrally
stimulated)

Erection (peripherally
through o,-adrenoceptor
stimulation)

Reverses serotonergic
inhibition of orgasmic
response

Reverses serotonergic
inhibition of orgasmic
response

All

Direction



Pharmacodynamic
properties

Serotonin reuptake
inhibition

g, -adrenoceptor
blockade

Sexual function
potentially altered

All

Erection

Reverses serotonergic

Direction

5HT, blockade inhibition of orgasmic 1
response
D, blockade but also Unclear
dopamine release
*n
Pharmacodynamic Sexual function . .
Direction

properties

MNoradrenaline
reuptake inhibition

potentially altered

arousal (centrally
stimulated)

Erection (peripherally
through o,-adrenoceptor
stimulation)

Pharmacodynamic
properties

Dopamine
reuptake inhibition

Moradrenaline
reuptake inhibition

Facilitation of
noradrenergic
neurotransmission

Indirect facilitation of
serotonergic
neurotransmission

Sexual function
potentially altered

All

Arousal (centrally
stimulated)

Erection {peripherally
through o,-adrenaceptor
stimulation)

Erection

All

Direction
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